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Organic seed regulation – Development in the EU

1980s: no organic regulation, voluntary use of organic seeds

1990s: Introduction of 1st EU organic regulation

• Organic seeds should be used, if available

2004: 1st revision of EU organic regulation regarding organic seeds

• Implementation of computerized organic seed database became mandatory

• Use of chemically treated seeds was prohibited

• Derogation only for untreated conventional seeds

2021: new organic regulation

• Organic seed database remains mandatory and has to be extended to animals and fish

2036: no derogation allowed?



Current Legal Framework – Organic seed regulation

Requirements of EC Regulation 889/2008,  Art. 45:

Non-organic seed and seed potatoes without chemical treatment may only 

be granted in the following cases:

a) where no variety of the species which the user wants to obtain is registered in 
the database 

b) where no supplier is able to deliver the seeds before seeding time 

c) where the variety which the user wants to obtain is not registered in the 
database, and the user is able to demonstrate that none of the registered 
alternatives of the same species are appropriate and that the 
authorisation therefore is significant for his production 

d) where it is justified for use in research, test in small-scale field trials or for 
variety conservation purposes agreed by the competent authority of the 
Member State 

Any variety which has not been registered in the database shall be 
considered as unavailable (Art. 48)



OrganicXseeds – Database for transparent organic seed 
markets

• Web-based tool for surveying the availability of organic seeds, 
vegetative propagation material and seed potatoes

• Developed and continuously enhanced by FiBL experts since 2003

• Interactive platform for farmers, seed suppliers, national 
authorities and control bodies 

• Can be implemented in each country, also offering individual 
solutions in case nation-wide internet access is not provided

• Customization to national requirements and translation into each 
language is possible

• Download of reports regarding seed statistics, availability history 
etc. is possible at any time



Countries that use OrganicXseeds

Already available

languages:

• Danish

• Dutch

• English

• French

• German

• Italian

• Swedish



organicXseeds.com – User statistics 2019



OrganicXseeds – Modular design
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OrganicXseeds.com – Search, login 
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OrganicXseeds.com – Search result
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Three annexes –Towards 100 % availability

General 
derogation 

- Some/no 
organic seeds 
available

- No acceptance 
needed before 
sowing

Annex 

III
Single 
derogation 

- Derogation 
possible, case-to-
case decision

- Art. 45 cases a, 
b, c and d 
possible

Annex

II
No derogation 

- Availability of 
evaluated organic 
seeds ~100 %

- No derogation 
for non-organic 
seeds

- Derogations 
only for research, 
diversity 
preservation and 
seed production

Annex

I

Note: Annex is synonym used 

also as category I,II and III
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Annex I, II and III within one crop – classification by 
selection type

General Derogation

No Derogation
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OrganicXseeds –Availability history
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OrganicXseeds.com –Application procedure



www.organicxseeds.com

OrganicXseeds.com – Request form for single 
derogation
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Address

Individual 

Code

Needed 

variety

Reason for 

application

Review 

Status
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OrganicXseeds.com – Overview for farmer
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OrganicXseeds – Data administration by seed suppliers
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OrganicXseeds.com – Overview for control authority
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Changes in the new regulation regarding the seed
databases

848/2018

• Additionally database for animals (66 and Art. 26)

• Period of the year of its availability (Art. 26)

• Quantities (Art. 26)

• Also heterogenous material can be used

• Implementing acts – draft

• Use of in-conversion seeds needs to be granted before sowing

• Category I: No EU-wide Annex X anymore with species where no 
derogation is allowed but now member states can implement such an 
Category I-list for their country

• General Derogation: operators shall keep records of quantity used and 
competent authorities responsible for authorisations shall list the 
quantities of authorised non-organic plant reproductive material
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848/2018 Quantity and period – system in the database

• Quantity: starting with quantity that is available at beginning, no
update during selling

• Period of the year of its availability: Traffic light system

Currently not available

Available from date x

Currently available



www.organicxseeds.com

Contact

Rolf Mäder

Interface management

Technical support

Implementation process

rolf.maeder@fibl.og

+49 69 7137699 71

Xenia Gatzert

Admin of national databases

Technical support

Implementation process

xenia.gatzert@fibl.org

+49 69 7137699 62

Babette Reusch

Admin of national databases

Technical support

Implementation process

Babette.reusch@fibl.og

+49 69 7137699 52

mailto:rolf.maeder@fibl.og
mailto:Xenia.gatzert@fibl.org
mailto:Babette.reusch@fibl.og

